202 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS.

mandant expressed his pleasure and willingness to the
crafty chieftain’s proposal, little dreaming that this was to
lead to a game of blood, in which those under his charge
were to be the vietims.

During the whole night the Ojibways were silently busy
in making preparations for the morrow’s work. They
sharpened their knives and tomahawks, and filed short off
their guns. In the morning these weapons were entrusted
to the care of their women, who, hiding them under the
folds of their blankets, were ordered to stand as near as
possible to the gate of the fort,as if to witness the game
which the men were about to play. Over a hundred on
each side of the Ojibways and Osaugees, all chosen men,
now sallied forth from their wigwams, painted and orna-
mented for the occasion, and proceeding to the open green
which lay in front of the fort, they made up the stakes for
which they were apparently about to play, and planted the
posts towards which each party was to strive to take the
ball.

This game of Bang-ah-ud-o-way is played with a bat
and wooden ball. The bat is about four feet long, ter-
minating at one end into a circular curve, which is netted
with leather strings, and forms a cavity where the ball is
caught, carried, and if necessary thrown with great force,
to treble the distance that it can be thrown by hand. Two
posts are planted at the distance of about half a mile.
Each party has its particular post, and the game consists
m carrying or throwing the ball in the bat to the post of
the adversary. At the commencement of the game, the
two parties collect midway between the two posts; the ball
1s thrown up into the air, and the competition for its posses-
sion commences in earnest. It is the wildest game extant
among the Indians, and is generally played in full feathers
and ornaments, and with the greatest excitement and
vehemence. The great object is to obtain possession of the



